
What applicants see when applying for SLC loan (undergraduate and 
postgraduate) 

 

Website: https://www.gov.uk/postgraduate-loan/how-to-apply  

Once they login, when making a new application, they are presented with two choices: 

 

 

When selecting a Higher Education link they see two further choices- undergraduate or 
postgraduate: 
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https://www.gov.uk/postgraduate-loan/how-to-apply


When choosing an undergraduate loan: 

Applicants will be asked to search for a university. When searching for Cambridge, multiple options 
will be presented as all our Colleges are set up as separate ‘universities’ on the SLC database. Those  
applying for a loan for an undergraduate, PGCE or MPhil in Architecture and Urban Design studies 
always have to choose one of the options starting with the College name (e.g. ‘Darwin College – 
University of Cambridge’), not the ‘University of Cambridge’ option, which is used at the moment for 
Postgraduate Loans only: 
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Here is what happens if applicants select the ‘University of Cambridge’ option when applying for an 
undergraduate loan. 

On the next page they will be asked to enter name of their course or UCAS number for the course. 
Let’s say someone is applying for a BA in Music. When searching just under ‘University of Cambridge’ 
they will get a message saying ‘no course found’ as no undergraduate courses are setup under this 
option: 

 

 

However if they would select let’s say ‘Darwin College - University of Cambridge’, when searching for 
BA in Music they will get the following options for their application: 
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When choosing a postgraduate loan: 

Applicants will have to enter university and again will be presented with a list of options – remember 
that all our Colleges are set up as separate ‘universities’ on the SLC database. Those applying for a 
postgraduate loan will have to choose ‘University of Cambridge’ and not any of the other options 
starting with the College name (e.g. ‘Darwin College – University of Cambridge’), which are used for 
undergraduate, PGCE or MPhil in Architecture and Urban Design studies loans: 
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Here is what happens if applicants selects one of the Colleges, e.g. ‘Darwin College – University of 
Cambridge’ and not ‘University of Cambridge’ option when applying for the postgraduate loan. 

On the next page they will be asked to enter name of their course. Let’s say someone is applying for 
a loan for MASt in Mathematical Statistics. When searching under ‘Darwin College - University of 
Cambridge’ they will get a message saying ‘no course found’ as only undergraduate courses are set 
up under this one: 

 

If correct ‘University of Cambridge’ option has been selected before, applicants will get a list of 
courses available in each College. If course has multiple start dates, these will be listed as well. E.g. in 
the picture below we were looking for MPhil in Biological Science (full time, 1 year long). 

NB: If by now applicant knows which College offered them a place, all they need is to find this 
College and, if there are several intake dates, choose the right one: 
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However if applicant has not had a confirmation of the College place yet, they need to find option 
which says ‘University of Cambridge – College not yet known’. This will enable them to apply for the 
loan and transfer to the correct College could be done when it is known: 
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