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Charter of Edward I1I
(translated from the Latin transcription in Warren’s Book pp 26-7)

Edward by the Grace of God King of England and France and Lord of Ireland Greetings to all
whom these present letters have reached. Know that when we recently, of our special grace,
granted our Letters Patent and gave a Licence for us and our heirs in so far as in us lies, to the
Master, Fellows and Scholars of the Hall of the Holy Trinity of the University of Cambridge,
so that they could acquire houses and lodgings and open land sufficient for their habitation in
the aforesaid town, and to have and to hold to themselves and their successors for ever, bya
Statute of the lands and tenements in Mortmain, not to be squandered, surrendered nor
opposed, as in the aforesaid Letters is more fully contained. We have given willingly our
aforesaid grant to be put into effect, and we have given a licence for ourselves and our heirs
(in so far as in us lies) to Master Richard Lynge, Archdeacon of Norwich, Master Walter de
Elveden and Simon de Rekinghale parson of the church of Rollesby that they can give and
assign three messuages with the appurtenances in Cambridge, and to our beloved in Christ
the Prior and Convent of Ely that they can give and assign a messuage and plot of land with
the appurtenances in the same town in a highway called Mylnstret to the aforesaid Master,
Fellows and Scholars, to have and to hold to themselves and their successors for their
dwelling in the aforesaid town for ever, in part satisfaction of the houses, lodgings and open
land aforesaid. And to the same Master, Fellows and Scholars that they could receive the
aforesaid three messuages from the aforesaid Richard, Walter and Simon, and could receive
and hold the aforesaid messuage and plot of land from the aforesaid Prior and Convent, to
themselves and their aforesaid successors for ever as is aforesaid, by the tenor of the presents:
similarly we have given a special licence (the aforesaid statute notwithstanding), Not wishing
that the aforesaid Richard, Walter and Simon or their heirs, or the aforesaid Prior or Convent
of Ely or their successors or the aforesaid Master, Fellows and Scholars and their successors
by reason 'of the aforesaid Statute by us or our heirs whomsoever should be troubled or
burdened by the same, except however those services due and accustomed for the same to the
chief Lords of that fee. In witness whereof we have had these our Letters Patent made,
Myself being witness at Westminster on the 20th day of November in the 24th year of our
reign of England, and the 11th of our reign of France.
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